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| Short and \ Ievpartic 
CONSIDERATIONS 


UPON 


The Preſent Stare of Affairs 


in ENGLAND 


F* is amazing to conſider the ſtrange turns of . 
Providence in the greareſt Tranſactions of 
Humane Afairs, ſuch as the Revolutions of 
States, and the Changes and Alterations in Go- 
vernments, which ſince they, are God Almighty's 
immediate Work, and conducted-by wart 
wer nothing: can controul ; one would 
think they ſhould receive their accompliſſiment.- 
alt at once, and have their progreſs, andend an». 
ſwerable to their beginnings ; whereagwe of ren , 
ſee on the. contrary, . that the moſt, : Gloriqus., 
dawning; of Libetty are overcaſt on. 2  ladden, .. 
the Srifas! of Adtions: fall from their vigour, and... 
grow feeble, the whole Motion becomes heavy... 


and irregular, as if che great "Miſter Workman ' 
A 2 had 


a © 24 Phe Prifect' Sims of © | 

' kad metwith an Impedimetit, that he could not 
go on and wis check'd by the unworthinels of 
thoſe be had'begun to appear, and a&t for. 

When Iſrael came out of A#gypt, and their 
Leader and Deliverer,eſpecially commiſſipnared 
and appointed by God, had encered"upon his - 
Charge; when Kings were confounded for their 
ſakes, and the Sea divided co give them paſlage, 
and then return'dto its: Channeh ts tmelþfe,” and. 
overwhelm their Enemies, what could one ex- 
pect from: ſuch a ſeries of Miracles? but: that 
they (honld have been direftly condudted to 
Canaan, as faſt as they could have moved upon 
the Wings of Victory, to take poſleflion -ot ar 
Land, which ſeem'd promiſed to their Fore-fa- 
thers for that Generation to inherit. Yet inſtead: 
thereof, we find them led abour ia the Mazes of- 
a Wilderneſs, and ſo long' forced. to wander, 
till eo only of all chat vaſt number, who by 
their gfowth and maturity had any remembrance 
of Fr ypt, , were left aliveto to taſte the ſweets; of 
Caitan,” the Reaſon whereof ſtands upon Sacred 

| Record, viz, Their Ingratitude towards God, -, 
and towards'Man,there is interwoven with. their |, 
whole Story a ſtrange Account, how ſoon they , 
forgot the Holy One, who .was lo viſibly. pre- 
ſent among them; to which is added cheir fre- 


querit murmuring againſt their Leaders, taking 


* 
; "9 
- 


Aﬀeadrs-in E691 ND 
apon, themlchvcs; z\kiberty 16 centute” ther, "Hd 
lay ir as a miſcarriage at "Thets £ Door, if any thing 
happened otherwiſe. then chey expected, which 
was even. carniadbtoſo- great @Delicacy, ithar 
Fuſes was infault; if they hadfnr: variety, as 
well as plenity,: ſometimes the Government 'was 
charged with beitig Arbitrary, and taking too mach 
upon them, when a few dilconrented: Heads: of 
Families waited Employmebes, and grumbled: 
that-they were excluded:frowr che nianagement 
of Aﬀairs. Laſtly, They are 'branded with a 
faint-heartedneſs,anddeſponding:of God's power, 
and poodnels, afies: fomany. inconteſtable Proofs - 
given them; of. bath 5/\which was" parcicularly | 
remarkable after the;-Spies were*return'd "from 
viewing e Land, and had/ made:cheix report, 
which they- did faichfully ; as to the mer of 
_ the Soil, ; bye! pufillanimouſly as toirke! difficul- 

ties that lay-; inthe way, whenlogly ftouc Tofpua, F 
and honeſt Calc wergexRicher fightendirherns 
ſelyes, gor rexrified ohers;: aſfaling the People;'. 
there wasnothing thac they would not overcome 
with eaſe, for; that whatwwas an their ſide, was more 
then what was. -42%inft-them 5 but chey being] now: : 
ſtrongly poſſe d with imaginary Apprehenſi®ns, 
and fondly bejng-impoled upon, and. impoſiog 
upon.others, tliey..{o far loſt all ſente of Man- 


hog char they tovg hte was better forithern cov: 
Tegurn: 


eyrn to their, CRISP RY i ARON any 
more for reevining their liberty. [Their former 
cry-was, catyGod furniſh Water, and can he ſup- 
plyus/ wish-Bread:in the Wilderneſs, and now it 
UN; Can; heſubdue: theſe Son$'bb hk, and''des 
troy ſuchiarace. of Giants. TÞhere'iis no doubt 
but Fn ſame Power: which had wrought (6 
many Miracles, can-add tothe number, © Thete 


isn0.douvbc but: God, whohad forced Nature-ont 


of its:Courſe; cam withimote caſe gerthe berters 


of Man, however terrible: we figure him: to our 
ſelyes Anditis: moſt certain:God will do all 
| thathe! has promiſed ;/butachore:is no reaſon; they® 


ſhould -cxpedt to ſcelit; 'whaare always diffdeis,? 
always tempting, him, and2who omit nooppor- 
rynity/ to call his power inqueſtion, >bur: thoſe - 


who had livedſo long in a4:conſtant: contradiai- 
on;to:the Divine Will; God ſer himſelf ar laft ro 


comradict; chem, ſo. that they were' gratified'-.. 


with acitheroſitheir- wiſhes; they neithe? were 


allowedtogo backward:to:  Egypr, 


.diſown'd; [but that our late Deliverance. was the 
Fn em, next toitheirs; and'itmight be tquall'd: 


noms cbucthac ours wasfrom JrCiraperding Bon 


1645t: dape, 


| norferward- 
ro Canaan, but their Carcaſſes fell" in the Wilderneſs. 
YOu ſhall 1ſay.now; that: T'remble; or- that-I 
 rejaycey, that oun:Caſo in%. laid!.is- (0 nearly 
parallel =] wich that offherTfratlites? Je cannot'be- 
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dage, and-cheits-from-whar-chey- had gromi'd 


under {ome hundredsof yeats;/'tewhet: ofs,! fot 
che-other could/be offered by.out own Afenapth; 
or {ingle endeavours, - but-iti-: the one God ap: 
peared by Miracles, and in'the other by extraor- 
dinary Providences; © whichi:ate-nb- 16fs/ fignzl 
marks of his 'beinp i preſ@rit amofg'ts;/ 45 alſt 
chat this Work is of him, and therefore it ſhall 
ſtand, whether it reccives its-perfeCtion, or not, 
in our days,who I teat are juftly tobe reproached 
with all che Folly, that 7/4et was guilty ofCart we 
fay. we have had any truer Senſe of what' weore: 
to God for all the Mercies he has beſtowed upon 
us, have we mot rather-caſt /him further out of 
ow :thouphes >:are'!wor-biir- profanitions tather 
enoreafed 3:'is hos: all minnet' of -lewidadfe and 
che 'videlt debaucheries, «which the” late Reigns 
ate madecinfarrious for” 'encoliraping: by: | grear 
Example; now carried 164 farther” degtee'wf 
Seadidaby cahid wifher piveht Tirpudente then! 
ever? are'theſe Morals UG 7 Bkfllng apo 
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muret,;.the Diſtontttited; the Envious:- atid/the 
Bafte-body. - 4 dont ſpeak how'of the profels'd* 
Enenhies'of ous Efttblifimient, for the though 
they ard. with us indebd; amnd* barefiiced too, yer they 
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ſhould be ſuffer 'd; much longer indiſtinguiſhabl 
to.mix with us': mean ſuch as have; no Siſauiſe 
for their ill affe&ions;. but dare: puiblickly to cre: 
Joyce ac what all honeſt men look bpon as a:/Na-. 
cional Calamity,” and openly.zepine_ at, ; or. un-+ 
dervaluingly leflen all our: Succeſſes... Is; itcinot 
yertime-to, renounce any: further Society, -with: 
thole,” who. have. choſen to worſhip other! Gods, 
and live in;4-publick Profeſſion. of it; eſpecially 
lince their. converſation has;no other tendency, 
but-to.inveigle and. 'delude-the upyaryy tillthey 

canfhad an opportunity to:confound;arid:deſtroy> 
all. AP coptewult-fall-uopittigd wiho'takeino 
care to; ſecure. themſelves againſt, :a0!: inteſtine - 


- 


Enemy, that _uſes,no, care;t0 cancel; himſelf, 1c 
thought there was nothing olenfible:agadberdel 
lpiſed, 1.9m. tyre nothing -is:{more briſtle; then? 
that we are contemptibly reared by: theſe Peoe2 
ple, and they that!haye. a, faculty: oft bearingſic: 
Jong, are ar laſt thought toideſerve it, forndr 
hopeour' Goyernment isnora;ades fueh;a-degice 
t\lnqporence,:.25:;not; to haye;cthemneins.im-irs- 
hands to-vindicate it ſelf : [Therefore dont pte:' 
tend to.concernmy felt with'ſigh as:thÞſe-vahom! 
| Heavetothe Laws, that. are' already made; o 
POE 54 1 
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it they are too weak to. reſtrain them; z:to: ſuch 
- as ſhall be thought ficter, hoping.thatno-parrial 
conliderations inclining to- avour. ſande-particu- 
lar, perſons on other accountts, ihallebſtractany 
vigorous Relolutions to ſupport the, Dignity of 
the Governmeat, and firmly to provide: for the 
Publick Safety. "The Perſons whom I now 
ſpeak of, are of a far different ſort; whom 1 
look upon as Friends till, though | chey may be 
grown cooler upon ſome melancholy Refle&ti- 
ons, as if their Deſerts were not enough taken 
notice of, nor their Services rewarded, the No- 
tion they have entertain'd of Liberty, wont- al- 
low them to think it ſafe, unleſs the: Conſerva- 
tors of it are exactly according to their Standard, 
the Remembrance of what ſome of them may 
have ſuffer'd in former Reigns, inclines them 
to forget that An Act of Grace has paſs'd lince, 
and therefore they dont conlider, that when the 
.conlent of -a Kingdom has drawn a- veil, of Ob- 
livion/ over-paſtmiſcarriages,it is then Un:Gentle- 
man-like, if not odious to have too, good a 
Memory. They are too rigid examiners of the 
miſtakes of rhoje,. that are;notin their .ggod 
graces, and at the ſame time overlook perhaps 
as grols Faults in thoſe whom they honour with 
their friendſhip, which yet detracts from ;the 


.Credit of- (what they would pretend to, be) 
; B | Re- 


UMI 


_ 


®B The Prefeit $i State if 


\Reformers;'and diſtovers thac:rhey are animated. 
by the marrow Spirit of-a Party. They only 
-contemmplace and / expoſe the frail {ide of thoſe 
theydont affe&t, and! wont allow the Ballance 
tobe laid. before them, "of che Good and Evil 
they have done,to make a proportionable abate- 
ment-according to Prudence and-Equity. They 
:would//intfoduce a Maxime, then which no- 
*hirjconld be.tmore unjuſt, nor more unfitted- 
forthe Condition'of Humane Life, which'is a 
ſtare of.' Weakneſs and RecolleGtion, (viz) 
"That no ſubſequenc Behaviour; can expiate for 
afy-p aftfailings, which,” God be thanked, isnot 
Lore ro Divine Juſtice, and: ouphe. there- 
fore -ro-be ſuſpeRted, as far as departs- fromthat 
'Rule:: - They are > enamoured with their own 
(Capacity, and-ſo fully fatisfied that theirs is the 
proper Talent for buſinels, that they think it is 
beifg/ injurious to the Publick; net to employ 
themin the*way they ' would” \propole, and to- 
poſſeſs place, ' which they coficeive would'ber- 
ter becomethemſelyves, or to enter' into a Con- 
eurrence -with them, are Crimes irremifible. 
They dont pry; but' rake ' into the Ations''of 
Great men, asf they had an [ntereſt they ſhould 
be faulty, and were to ſhare in- the Forfeiture, 
or Godpoſitioh, for they are not ſanguinary bur 
y nnd ems; as they'may. be heated'by oppoſiti- 


Ofl,. 
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on, otherwiſe. chole: that: have been repreſented 
forthe blackeſt Offenders, -and- even Subverters 


of Fundamentals, - they can -be contented" that 
their demifſion ſhould be their puniſhment; 

Thus Guile ſticks to- places of Profit and Credit, 
as the - Jewiſh Leproſie'/ did - formerly tothe 
Walls ot heir Loulbs, and you maſt £o- our: of 
them, to ger clear of the Infection. But how: 
ever that theſe are, Obſtacles to the Repole of a 
Country,-which keep itn conſtant Vibtation, 
thavic cannor-find its ' Center of ''Secrlement;—yet 
fince theſe: paſſions donr fall upon-the* fupid' Or 
unthinking, -1 hope the good Senſe'of thole who 
are: at preſent-unluckily biafled by them, - will 
reftrain them-from” knltiog the Veſſel in alitch 
themſelves are: embarkd;tho'”'the” Helaw-be 
not. committed to: them, [ promiſe | ny ſelf, #hat 
perſons of underſtanding and knowledge of: the 
World; will rather find! out . means *t6 reeoyer 
the Ground: they ſeam 10have' loft,” theg?be 
obſtinate to make their Ways more ſlippery; 7 5H 
they are carried upon a Precipice, where the 
next ſtep t muſt be inevitable ruine: heir es 
perience! labs tham; they ought'ts- beecont 
rented to ſharethe Famgums of. the Toverrinient, 
wichout engrofling them, and' that wheni4a OY 
tion is unhappily divided into Patties;vihoſe nim- 
bers are pretty: equal; and their-inrereſts didnvecti? 
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cally oppoſite. Ir is then the greateſt kindneſs 
to.each; as well as the concern of the whole, chac 
neither fide ſhould be puc.into the power of the 
other; but chac matters ſhould be managed by 


ballanc'd Counſels, as Foreigners are tried per | 


Medietatem Lingue. They. cannot be bur now con- 
vine'd, that a cenſorious ſtifinels, is only adapred 
© Plato's imaginary Republick ; but nan 
ons, proper Condeſcentions, and reaſonable 
Compliances, are the qualities that recommend 
ar,Court;- asthey do. indeed in all other Conver- 


{ations and Friendſhips, for that man; muſt 


live-alone, who will be always impoſing his 
own Senſe as a Law, who. never-i{peaks bat-ro 
cavil and find fault; and: never hears-bur to.con- 
cradict, '-and his advice will be-rarely askti, who 
does not allow a liberty not-tojollow 1t, tho' 
ic be found detective. and miſtaken. They eax 


filylee that a; King -oh, ripe. Years; ind macute 


: 46 wont bear being put back again into 
Pupillage, nor Jong- underſtand ir:as a Service, 

to be adviſed to.clip the Monarchy,to make him- 
ſelf great. When the. Jews itowards: the' latter 
end, of Samuel's; judging them, baving no good 
opinion of fe, Duumyvirat of | his-Sons, | who 
ſeem'd deſigned to ſucceed him; deſired a King 
aſter the manner of the Eaſtern Nations, which 
ark: the Toaejes: avout thent:;;: Samuel: fairly 
laid 


by 
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laid before them, what were then the 'Rights of- 
thoſe Monarchies,and- what they were to expect 
under them, chat ſuch Princes would command 
the ſervice of their Perſons, and of their Cartle, 
as their occaſions required either ; char they 
would diſpoſe of their Daughters. and Young- 
men into their ſeveral Palaces for the uſes of their 
Family, and others they would place in their 
Military Chambers to be employ'd in their Wars. 
T hat they would be Maſters of their Lands, and 
perhaps ſometimes make preſents of them to their 
Eunuchs and Favourites, as we lee practiſed in 
thoſe Countries to this day, where a deſpotick 
Form, of: Government: is ſo Eſtabliſh'd by the 
moſt ancient Preſcription, that tho' they ſome- 
tmes:change their Princes, and ſet up others 
without regard to the {trict Rules of Succeſſion ; 
yet even In thole cafes they never yet thought 
of altering the Maximes of their Government, 
and accommodaring them more to: private In- 
tereſt 'by way of compoſition with the Succeſ- 
for ; but when they give the Crown, they give 
it with all ics Ornaments, and Inherent Rights; 
as thinkiog them indiviſible from ic; nor do we 
find that the Jews made any exceptions to the 
declared Prerogarives of thoſe Monarchs, or of- 
ter d any Limitations or Reſtrictions for their 
peculiar exemption, but without other Capitu- 
lation 
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lation they ſtill preſs'd, they might. have a King 
like to: their: Neighbours. . So the. People'of 
England, when they-were juſtly apprehenſive of 
falling under a Foreign Yoak, which neither we, nor 
our Four-fathers could bear ; we then begg'd of Al- - 
mighty God, that we might have an Engliſh | 
King, that is, one who ſhould-goyern us 
according to our Laws, and not ſet his own Will 
above them, who ſhould neither invade our 
Property, nor lay ſnares for' our Liberty, -buc 
thould protect hank without reſpecting of per- 
ſons, and:to thatend take-care of ;an equal admiz 
niſtration of Juſtice, who ſhould . maintain the 
Religion eſtabliſh'd, with a tendernels to thoſe; 
who cannot bring tliemfelves t0:a conformityto: 

ir, and in ſhort, one in whoſe Reign; Juſtice and 
Mercy ſhould meer, and embrace, Charity and 
bas ini forbearance ſhould Brow in requeſt and 
be promoted; and Induſtry: and Honeſty ſhould 
have nothing to-fear, but every: thing'to* hope 
for. Now praiſed be our God, 'who' hath heard 
our Prayers, and given us a King and Queen,that 
are. the paiternsof 'Imnocency and Moderation: 
who haveino:divided{ntereſts from their: People, 
and canhave nodeſygnsbutto make ther Unkced 
and:Happy. We have a Prince, who' according 
to the moſt celebrated Preſidents of the beſti of 
his Predeceſſors and. Anceſtors, is always ready 


ro 
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co-go out with our Hoſts, "who upon all! occaſi- 
ons expoleshis Sacred Perſon, and a Life that is 
ſo precious to us, becauſe there are no other 
means left to preſeryeus from-the devouring Jaw 
of an overgrown Enemy ; it is his Preſence only, 
and his Credit which can form an Oppoſition to 
prevent the Ruine of all Chriſtendom, and the 
ſetting up another Univerſal Monarchy,- under 
which we are (ure to be the worlt and moſt in- 
humanly treated. lr is for him therefore that the 
Net is ſpread, and all the Machinations, that Hell 
can invent, are put in practiſe to extinguiſh the 
Light of our Eyes, and to ſtop the Breath of 
our © Noſtxils The Miniſters of France from Fa- 
therto Son make Court to their Maſter, by con- 
triving, or receiving Projects of all ſorts of Mur- 
thers, Poyſons and Afſaffinations, pointing all 
their Malice againſt one Crowned Head, being 
aſſured, that it ever ir rakes place, they. (hall £ 
fect, what the bloody Emperor only wiſhed, 
and at one Blow cut of 'the whole Force of 
Europe. Ought we not therefore on our fide 
gratefully ro conſider what - we owe to ſuch a 
Prince, -not only for undertaking our Deliver- 
ance at firſt, but that ever ſince he has declined 
no hardſhips nor hazards to procure our Safety: 
and Security, will it-become- us to- add to: his 


difficulties and troubles, by our querulous 
humours.,. 
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bode, and: giving him accalion to tink 


thatafcerall we luſpe& the ſincerity offiis Inten- 


tions; ſhould we not rather jointly. endeavour to- 


make the Crown fit ealte, where we have fo 
delervedly placed it, ſhould we not be as render 


and zealous for what relates to the Head, as 


for any thing that concerns the Body ? or is it 


more than Juſtice to give unto Ceſar, the things - 


that are C#ſars ? who is not ſatisfied ? that theſe 
are ſome of the undoubred Prerogatives of a 
King of England, that he ſhould have a ſertled 
Revenue fit to ſupport his Dignity, ſo thar he 
need not be obliged to have recourle to his Peo- 
ples Aid to liveas a King, but only for the extra- 
ordinary occalions-of the Kingdom, that he be 
allowed freely to chooſe thoſe he will adviſe with, 
and pleaſe himſelf in thoſe, he will be ſerved 
by, and if we - cannot bear an abridgment ot 
theſe Priviledges in a private Family, much leſs 
ought they to. be repined at in a Sovereign. I 
Jon ſay, That any ought to be exempt from an- 
ſwering for any enormous Crimes, pravided it be 
not made one, to be a Counſellor or a. Servant in 
Credit with the King, who otherwiſe, [ think, ; as 
Sc. Paul pleads for the . Labourers. in the Goſp el, 
ought to b had in eſteem for their works lake ; P a 
cannot bur ſay, they would-be yery unfairly: dealt 
with, if they ſhould be pointed our, and ſtand 

as 
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as marks for Envy and Malice, only for being ca- 
pable by cheir Genius, Aſſiduity and Abilities to 
ſhare the Cares,or ſofren the Toiles and Chagrins, 
thatare inſeparable from Royalty. 

There remains yet a third fort ; who ought. 
not to be paſſed over in filence, for I fear their 
number is much more conſiderable then the for- 
mer, though chat is all chat can be conſiderable 
ic them, and thoſe are the Timerous, the Dil- 
pirited, the Unattive, and the Over-credulous 
always to their own diladvantage ; ſuch as theſe 
keep us out of Canaan, and retard our Settlement, 
not by any aſſiſtance they give our Enemies, for 
they are not capable of aGing either way, but by 
calting a damp, and diſcouragement upon the 
beſt of Cauſes, and by with-holding the Divine 
Aſſiſtance, whcih is never given to thole who 
will not help themſelves; to the daring and con- 
fiding, God ſays, be it according to your Faith, 
but to the faint-hearted Wretch, be it according 
to your Fears. They. retain indeed the Shapes 
of Men, but they demean themſelves, as it they 
were of the Race of Tſachar,, made to. bear \ bur- 
thens and couch under them, they ſeem to know the 
blefing of Liberty, and were it to coſt them 
but a Wiſh, they would not be without it ; but 

they dont enough reflect that in proportion, that 
any thing 1s valuable,. it mult be purchaſed at a 
C - higher 
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_ higher Price, they dont look abroad, and fee, 
that in other Countries, they have though: their 
Freedom from a fervile SubjeRion well bought 
at the Expence of mfinite Treaſure, of ſtreams of 
their Blood, and the continuance of a War from: 
Father to Son. Thele People hunt after all Re- 
ports, and are always doubting of favourable 
ones, butare ſtruck if any thing goes never to. 
lictle amiſs, they think every dilaſter is deciſive, 
and' that a Caule is loſt when ever the Enemy 
gets any advantage. We read in-the Roman 
Eiftory, that when the Chance of War turn d 
againſt chem, as it did ſometimes with a terrible 
reverſe of Fortune, ſome of their Generals could 
not/bear ro furvive a Diſgrace, bur according to 
the Bravery practifed in thoſe Fimes, the Death, 
they could not meet with; in the heat! of: Action, 
they were Authors of to. chemfelyesin cold Blood, 
as thinking it more becoming them, to keep 


Company with thoſe who died in Battle then, 
with thoſe who fled from i; but others of 


them, who had a righter Notion of the 


many Turns and Accidents:it' Humane Aﬀeairs, 
and-confider'd that Men ought always to ſtrive, 


and expect that one happy day ſhould repair the 
injuries. of. another, they did all. they could to- 


make the beſt of a Retreat, to rally their ſcatter'd 


Ee and bring —_ into places of. Safety, | 
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to be ready for another tryal, and theſe the 
Senate always complemented for that they did 
not caſt of all hopes, and deſpair thar the Com- 
mon-wealth ſhould ever recover their lols. The | 
World is a Scene of variety of all ſorts, there is 
always a Succeſſion of Clouds and Sun-ſhine 
a checquering of Succelles and Misfortunes, that 
no body need to deſpair, but the brave, the dili- 
gent, and the perſevering will have their ſhares 
of proſperous Events, as they muſt now, and 
then, bear the unlucky ones. Thoſe only are 
mark'd out for ruine, who baſely deſert them 
ſelves, caſt away all means of their defence, and 
the uemolF neceflity cannot make them valiant. 
In an Army, it iscertain that. every man is not 
alike tout, nay, the difference is vaſtly great, 
ſome have a Natural and Original Courage, 
which prompts them, (as one may lay) to fall on 
without Officer or Drum, they have a heart to at- 
temptanything,and a reſolution to die, or conquer, 
others only have a copied Courage,and are brave 
by Imitation, they are animaced by great Ex- 
amples, and aſhamed to ſtay behind, when they 
ſee their Companions puſh on ſo vigoroully ; 
there is a third ſort, that as a noble Poet of ours 
formerly obſerved, would be Cowards, it they 
durſt, they cant well bear the Face of an Enemy, 


but when they conſider, if they turn their backs, 
C 2 taey 
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they ignominiouſly fall uponthe point of an Of- 
ficers Sword, the more prevailing fear makes 
them keep their Ranks, ſtand their Ground, and 
they make a ſhift to kill their man Se Defendendo, 
becaule they can avo'dit no longer ; the Cale of 
our Poltrons in the State, if they conſider it a- 
right, is not unlike to theſe in an Army, they 
would fain be ſafe themſelves, and upon that 
condition they would hurt no body elle, but 
they dont ſee, that it is now too late for any ſuch 
Compoltcion, there is no Medium lefr, bur to 
contend, or periſh, all they can otherwile hope 
for is to be priſoners at diſcretion, that is to have 
their Perſons and Eſtates at the mercy of chole, 
who know none, to be givenup to 'ſuch, who 
have the Engliſh Name and Liberty io the great- 
eſt Averſion, who will content themſelves with 
nothing leſs, then to tirannize over Body and 
Soul. Do you think you have a Julius Ceſar to 
deal with ? who had the Generoſtty to declare, 
and the Faich to keep his word, that whoever did 
not oppole him, he would look upof him as of 
his ſide. - What is more obvious, then that 
it you dont maintain your preſent liberty, you 
fall into the hands of one, who, tho' his Inten- 
tions were never fo good, wont have it in his 
, power to perform any thing,that is now promiſed 
to lull you afleep, for he muſt be: anothers Ser- 
Vane 
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vant, when he is your Maſter. Though I dont 
well ce what any one can-promilſe himſelf from 
his good nature, if he were the Maſter of ic, who 
in his Declarations fer out to prepare his way, 
and diſpole People towards him, publiſhes his 
pardons with ſo many exceptions, that almoſt 
every man mult think himſelf excluded from the 
benefic of them. Thoſe who bungle and are 
awkward in giving good words and making fair 
promiles when it is palpable they are intended 
only to cajole and amuſe, they leave bur an ill 
impreſſion of their Addreſs and Skill, and none 
at all of che loundnels of their purpoles to performs 
what they would be underitoud to oblige them+ 
ſelves to, or is it that 1nfincerity for all its Tricks 
and Grimaces, is not allowed to {peak out, and 
plain, ike truth. The Magnanimous only know 
how to forgive,and to ſhevy pitty, but the fearful 
and the bigotted are cruel. borh, by nature and 
principle ; can he ever return with real kindneſs 
and affe&tionsto a People, of whom he ſpreads a- 
broad thoſe complaints that they have a highly 
injured, and: deſerted him > wont all the thanks 
for his coming back be lent to Yerſailles,or Loretto, 
and nothing appear here, but the mark of dire 
Revenge,witha new Edition ofthe Weſtern Aranis 
fty,to be publiſhed in all the Countys of England; 


andandther IrinerantExecutioner dreſſednupinthe 
ſhape 
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ſhape of a Lord Chief Juſtice ſhall be ſent down 
with a Power to hang,. and ranlome whom he 
pleaſes ? and have we fo ſoon forgot ? that if the 
covetouſnels of that bloody Tool, had notcoun- 
terpois'd his cruelty, ſcarce any had been left 
alive in thoſe populous parts of thoſe they thought 
fit to involve under the Names of Harbourers of 
Trajcors or dangerous to the Government ; will 
he after what hath hapned to him, ever think 
bimſelf fafe in the hands of Proteitant Subjects 
or Guards? but muſt not his Reſtorers remain 
here, and fill the Palace, and City under pre- 
tence of his Security ? ſhall not the Ports and Keys 
of the Kingdom, be deliver'd up to Foreigners ? 


and is not the Nayy of England to be navigated 


and commanded by the French 2 When I conſfi- 
der the dreadful Conſequences of ſuch a Reſto- 
ration, I dont know but it may be Charity to 
wiſh, that the whole l{land ſhould rather be torn 
up by the Roots by an Earthquake, and be 
plunged into the Sea, as the Point at Port Royal 
lately was, then that it ſhould ftand upon its 
Baſis, to be ſo long the Theatre of French and 
Triſh Tragedies, till every manhas his ears bored 


through, and the indelible CharaRters of perpe- 


_ tualſlayery are ſtamp'dnpon all that ſhall be pers 
mitted to ſurvive, would this be. called living ? 
then {o may damnatien too, which is but the 
| un- 
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anterminable Duration of a miſerable being- 
But, God be thanked, I ſee no reaſon to appre- 
bend, that we arel1o near falling intothis wretch- 
ed rendition; which nothing but our own 
Cowardile, Treachery, and Penuriouſneſs can 
{jet us ro. I dont pretend to extenuate our 
dangers, or vainly to lay, there is no-ground for 
our fears, {t mutt be acknowledged thar God 
has been pleaſed in our days to raile up a Prince 
whoſe jormidable power is become the Amaze- 
ment, as well as the Terror of all Eurofe ; a 
Prince, who to the [ntrinlick Strength he hadin 
commanding over lo large, ſo fertile, ſo popu- 
Jous, fo induſtrions a Kingdom, hath added to 
« the {poils of a'l his Neighbours, he bath ſeveral 
Armies to actin all the Extremities of his Domi- 
nions, with which and a Chain of fortified Towns 
on his Frontiers he hath as it were encompaſſed him- 
felf with a Wall of Braſs, he hath a "Treaſure ſcarce 
to be exhauſted, which does not only anſ(wer all 
the occaſions at home, of Fleets, Armies, Forti- 
fications. lagazines, Neceflity and Magnificence, 
bur h:5 yer enough leſt to corrupt a great part 
of the Counts of Cheaimndung aad to influence 
even the Counſels of Inhdels, he does not fariific 
himlelt co purchaſe now and then iingie Secret, 
but is able to buy whole ſets of Counſellors Nay, 
he hach fo much to offer, that. Princes them: 
{clyes, 
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ſelves , and even Crowned Heads are ſcarce 
proof againſt it. Can we not remember when 


Prorogations and Diflolutions of Parliament 


were trafigued for, Compolitions made for Neu- 
tralicies, the Price paid at Whitehall, and a Page 
of the back Stairs erected into a Treaſurer Quoad 
hoc, for receiving this gocdly ſecret ſervice mony, 
which we now feel, what a diſlervice it has 
proved tothe Publick, what we have {een done 
here, may we not eaſily imagine to be ſtill 
practiſed in other parts, nay as great as this 
Princes Wealth is, his ambition is yet more end- 
lels and unbounded, which neither declining 
years, nor growing infirmities can correct or 
moderate, he makes War for his Glory, and 
Peace he calls his Guifr, and ſo he may lenty 
£00, with a much juſter Title, but that he keeps 
to himſelf whileall Mankind ſtarves about him, 
except\thoſe only that live upon his Basket. 
Europe, Africk,and America can give Teſtimony to 
the vaſtneſs of his Deſigns, tho' they have not 
equally proſper'd in all places, and it is not long 
{incethat they began to diſcloſe themſelves too in 
Aſia, but the Climate was too warm for them, 
what have we ſeen in a long Reign of forty 
eight years, but ſome Princes and States unjuſtly 
artacked, others menaced, Popes crouching to 
edeem his diſpleaſure, the diſpenſers of pardons 
| forced 
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forced to ask one; on the other ſide multitudes 
of his own Subjects for keeping a good Conlſci- 
ence, firſt circumvented by ſtrains of Law, then 
driven out to ſeck protection elſewhere,contrary 
to all Law, Faith = Prudence. Capital Cities 
Bombarded, and laid in aſhes for every light of- 
fence, and che injured obliged at laſt ro make 
the Satisfa&tion, Towns ſurpriz'd in Times of 
Peace, without any provocation given, and for 
no other reaſon but that of conveniency, Princes 
ſript of their Territories and never more admit- 
ted to re-enter, becauſe they were ſuſpeted not 
ro incline to Ex Intereſts, and their Conduct 
was diſpleaſing, Provinces raviſh'd and dif- 
membred upon Titles that had been abjured, 

and what before was but an encroachment upon 
Neighbours, or devouring by peace-meales is 
now turn'd into an attempt to (wallow all Eurcpe. 
But what then ? muſt we give up our ſelves as 
a Prey, becauſe the mighty Nimrod purſues us ; 
if we may ſay with David, that we are ſurround- 
ed with Enemies on every fide, that they gape 
upon us, and are ready to devour us, cant we 
take up his confidence too, and truſt that God will 
deliver us, if we a& like men, and look up to him 


for bis Salvation. If all great difficulties muſt be 


ſubmitted to, and force "and violence, for being 
ex0ibitant, may not bereſiſted, then the moſt 
D Heroick 
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Heroick 6f all Vertues, Fortitude is but an 
empty Name, which is only converſant abour 
things noreaſie to be attempted, or ſurmourited; 
it does nor indeed ſeek contention, bur where ic 
is unreaſonably urged, it never declines it : ;-in 
calm and quiet times ic gives way to Civil and 
Domeſtick Concerns, and like ſome Roman Com- 
manders, 'tis found at the Plow, or in ſome 
Rural Occupation, till the Service of ones Coun- 
try, or the Inſolence of an Enemy, rouzesthe 
noble Paffion, arms it with anger and diſdain, 
and then all oppol! tion is but food to an aſpiring 
flame, which it catches ar, works it ſelf into, 
ahd reduces to nothing. Incredible at molt 
have- been- the Succefles of thofe; who have 
taken up a Reſolution never to yield, and fone 
from a low Ebb of Force, have 'recover'd 
themſelyes, and loſt noch! , 'berauſe- chip were 
willing to hazard All: ' "TH © Giuls and 'Caitha- 
ginians both over-run Traly in their Turds, yet 
they who prevail'd over 'an entire” State, were 
baffled by a broken one. We once thought our 
ſelves Maſters of France, when a nick-named 
King of Bourges canton d in his own Country, re- 
cover'd Paris, and the whole Kingdom again. 
Whar ſhall we ſay ? that there are ſtated bounds 
ſet to the Rage of Men, as well as to the ſwelling of 
the waters, or that ſuch | 1s the Power of Vigour 
and 
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and Conſtancy that it runs an Enemy out of 
breath, and finds out a weak fide, which only 
long grapling together could diſcover ; the An- 
cients knew not better how to expreſs ſuch a 
ſurprizing Change, then by ſaying their blind 
Goddeſs was either wearied, or relented ; but it 
becomes Chriſtians rather with humilicy ro own, 
that the moſt reduced State is the proper Seaſon 
tor the Almighty to ariſe, and confound the Ar- 
rogant Oppreſlor, and to make it appear that he 
is a preſent belp in time of need. But though I haye 
not diſguis'd any thing of our Enemies Strength, 
becauſe I would not abate our vigilance, and pre- 
venting care, yet | am far from thinking, that 
our caſe is any way deſperate,or without reſource, 
if we do but make uſe of the means, that are 
ſtill in our hands for our preſervation. 

In the days of Eljah when the Iſraelites were 
parched with drought, and a three years longing 
expectation of a change of Weather, and that the 
time of their refreſhing was come, the Dire&tions the 
Prophet gave to his Servant were, arjile, go up 
now, and look towards the Sea, which he often 
repeated, reporting at firſt, that he ſaw nothing, 
bur at laſt a Cloud began to appear, which (aon 
ore-ſpread the whole Face of Heaven z if we 
after ſome years diſappojatment would caſt our 
eyes the lame way, we ſhould ſee that whieh 

D 2 would 
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would be no ſmall comtort to us at preſear, and 
what may be yer much 'more extenſive in its 
conſequences, we may contemplate a-Fleet de- 
hen'd to have ſurpriz'd us, before we were all 
Joined, and aſter that co have convoyed over an 
Army of French and Triſh, who wererto have laid 
the Kingdom deſolate, in order to ſettle it, I lay 
we might have ſeen thoſe fallen into a Pit who 


had digged it for others, ſurpriz'd themſelves to 


find us better prepared to receive them, then 
they expected, and that they couid not now re- 
tire, till they were beaten, burnt aad fcarcer'd 
fo, as to run to Rocks and Shoals for ſhelter. 
But I ſhant enlarge further upon this Subject, be- 
cauſe I dont doubt, bur it is, (as it ought ever to 
be) freſh in every mans memory : Burt ir ſuffices 
me to obferye that the French are not without 
their miſtakes and failing in condutt, as allo that 
Succeſs is not chained to all their Enterprizes. 
If the Proſpe&t at Land has not been hitherto al- 
rogether (o pleaſant, yer I dont ſee, what there 


15 there to terrifie, or diſtract us, that the French 


fthould now and then ſurprize a Neighbouring 
Town at the very opening of the Year, is no 
ſuch Rtartling thing, if it be conſidered, that they 
make uſe of a Seaſon, in which nothing hinders, 
but they may unite their whole Force, and bring 

It all co bear upon one place; that they are uiider 
no 
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no neceflity of management tor any manner of 
expence neceſſary to the War, bur have their 
Magazines all filled for the Subliſtance of any 
number of '/iea and Horſes, and are provided 
with Artillery ar hand (ufficient co lay all flat be- 
fore them, which makes them quicker in their 
executions, then any relief can be in aflembling, 
and the advantages being ſo great in gaining a 
lictle time, ir ought co teach others not to favour 
an Enemies being early in the Field, whillt they 
are perhaps deliberating about their Preparaci- 
ons : But that the French ſhould ad defenſively 
all che reſt of the Campagn (as they have done 
of late ſince His Majeſty has been pleaſed to take 
upon him the Conduct of che War in Flanders) 
proves at lealt that they rely more upon Policy, 
and Stratagem then the Courages of their Men 
as {uperiour to ours, and therefore I know not 
why we ſhould (ink in our own Opinion of our 
ſelves. 

But to make it further appear what little rea- 
ſon we have co diſtrult the goodneſs of our 
Troops, i am not afraid to inſtance in the late 
Action at Steenkerk, however others have drawn 
out of ita Subject for their boaſting, that we 
ſhould take a long march to attack the 
French in their Camp ( which they know ſo well 


how to chooſe) is an argument that we ſeek as 
much 
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much the occaſions to give them Battle, as they 
induſtrioully avoid them ; that about twenty Ba» 
talions of ours ſhould be engaged with above 
double the number of the Enemy , that: they 
ſhould beat them from poſt co poſt, till they 
were Maſters of two of their Batteries, kill and 
wound almoſt as many of them as our whole 
number amounted to, ſhews that whenever the 
adyantage ſhall be equal on both ſides, or that 
the diladvantage is not intollerable, we may 
hope to give a good account of them ; if the 
ſtrairnels of the ground or any other Obſtacles, 
which T'dont pretend to be well enough verſed 
in military matters to explain, kept their Foot 
from being ruined that day , they ought rather 
to aſcribe it to their good fortune, then any of 
their performances : Ir is no ſmall ſign how de 
{irons they are, to bave as few ſuch to oppoſe 
chem as may be, ſince they made ſuch extrava- 
gant offers to draw the wounded Priſoners into 
their- Service, and uſed ſo many artifices to de- 
tain thoſe that would not be tempted, which 
tho it was notoriouſly unjuſt, as being contrary 
ro the Faith of their Cartel, yet one can't lay it 
was imprudeat, havisg made lo late atryal what 
thoſe men were ableto do, who, it is certain, be- 


haved themſelves to the admiration of both Par- 


ties. A paſſionate love to ones Country will excule 
one 
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one, if I confine my ſelf more particularly to 
rake notice of thoſe that wene from hence, of 
"whom | have heard that honourable Character, 
that for their zeal and fidelity to their Majeſtics 
Service, for their union among themſelves, with- 
out any of thoſe diſtinctions , that are kept up 
with ſuch violence in the reſt of the Kingdom, 
and for the gayety and briskneſs, with which 
they are led on to Action, that rather increaſes in 
ir, they are tobe compared with any Body of 
Men, that are in any part of the World, whoſe 
undauntedneſs of Courage orognoſticks, that 
'they may one day lully the Glory of him, 
ine proudly takes to himſelf the Name of Invin- 
cible. Theſe then are the Foundations we have 
to'depend-upon, under God, a victorious Navy, - 
and untainted Army, which has already done 
great chingsin Treland,'as an earneſt of what may 
be: expected from therw in other parts. Ir re- 
mains therefore on' ouripart 'ro give fitting. en- 
couragement both to one and'to the other, thoſe 
—_ their Circumſtances exempt from fhght- 

for their Country,” have yet a {hare to bear 
in —_ defence of it, which is freely to contribute 
ro maimain ſuch as are nor ſparing of their bloud 
for their ſakes. As we are Iſlanders, ſuppoſe it is 
not to be feared that we ſhall negleGthe Sea,bur 
[ know not whether every one is as fully poſlel: 


ſed 


UMI 


20 1 be Preſent State of 
{ed of the equal uſefullneſs of an Army to act of- 
fenſively by Land. 

If there beany ſuch, I hope-they will rectifie 
their miſtake, when they refle& we are too near 
the Continent, not to be concerned in whatever 
is doing there, eſpecially on our oppoſite Coaſt, 
the Parliaments in King Charles the 24. time, even 
when they they were moſt ſuſpe&ted to follow 
hlindfold the inclinations of the Court, were yer 
ſo ſenſible, of how fatal a conſequence it would 
be to Us here, if the French King ſhould be (uf- 
fered to be Maſter of the Spaniſh Netherlands, that 
they never failed to lay hold on all occaſions to 
make vehemeat Addrefles on that account, with 
offers of their Lives and Fortunes to preſerve that 
Barrier; and can we now with indifference look 
upon the further Progreſs that is made there, 
when nothing is left co put any ſtop to. their be- 
ing poſleſs'd of the poor remainder, but that 
which is indeed the beſt of Ramparts, the Bodies 
.of Men, and if any conſiderations ſhould make 
us lay open that Bulwark by withdrawing our 
joint aſſiſtance, what is' more viſible, then that 
not only Flanders: would' be immediately over- 
Tun, but Holland too would: be reduced to the 
Jaſt extremity, if they could not ſave' themſelves 
by ſubmitting to-any Conditions that ſhould be 
impoſed. Inall which caſes what, would our 
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camious Maximes avail us, of depending upon 
our Situation, either to a& defenliyely, or tg 
manage the War ſeparately, I fear we ſhould 
make 2 wrong Calculation,if we think our (elves 
ſtronger then the French at Sea without our con- 


 junCtion with the Dutch, as it js certain they 


cant carry on the War at Land without our help. 

I we frſt renounce the Terms.of the Alliance 
we teach others to follow the exaraple, and to 
take no care but for themlelves ; if by this means 
the Dutch Squadron ſhould ſtay at home, ] 
would fain know, whether we do not then lole 
more Ships, than were burnt of the French laſt 
Summer ; if we have been ſo provident as toſe- 
cure a reſerve to ſapply their places in ſome 
mealure, have we found Seamen ſo plentiful as 
ro man many more Ships than thoſe we have et 
out hitherto ; or does any body doubt, but the 
French have all along been building as faſt 
as we, and who can tell, but they have res 
ſources belides, which we have not : There are 
Princes very powerful at Sea, who have not yet 
taken party in this War, and Ships of all Rates 


may be hired compleatly equipped , as ſome- 


times Land forces are. Should we once bring 
our ſelves to ;ſuch a confeffion of cur weaknels, 
as to play only a defenſive game; I am apt to 


believe we ſhall find our ſelves miſtakea even in 
E the 


"92> 8 «© The: Preſent State of. 

the managing part, and beno ſuch ſavers, as we 
make an account for; if a ſtrong diverſion be 
not made abroad, we-ſhall.be ſo much the more 
liable tobe :nfuled at-home,” which a long. exz 
readed open Coaft-does ſufficiently expole us to, 
together with an- inviting party among our 
ſelves; who daily-ſhew with impunity, not on- 
Ha diſpsſition,' but -an' impatience to joyn with 
eur Enemies, and-this will put us undera necef- 
fity of keeping an Army in the Bowels of our 
Cotintry, who can never be luppoled to be ſo 
well diſciplined, but it will be more for the ge- 
netal intereſt, and particularly for that of land- 
ed men, whatever the diſadyantage may be pre- 
rended in carrying out mony' tO- pay them a- 
broad, rather to leave them there All to forage 
in places, wherelong uſage has made It more 
collerable. 

A Deſcent(no doubt) ſuch as his Majeſty has 
been pleaſed ro-declare he intends, would above 
all things revive the Spirits of this drooping Coun- 
try, and ( by Gods afſi{tance) raiſe its reputation 
to the pitch it has been at in former'Ages, . but 
ther it muſt not be undertaken by halves, nor 
with: a negle& of what advantages a vigilant 
Enemy may draw from it, while ſuch. a deſign 
is putting in execution ; leaſt that might be. to 
endeayour-only ro wound him in a oaks in 2. 

| res. 


FY, 


I ?AAL 


UMI 


Affairs in Bn\oianny. 33 
remote: Province, and receive our :ſ{elyes at the 
ſame tirhe a mortal Wound. ina .vital part,''for 
ſuch I muſt-look- upon Flanders and Holland to be, 
which in the poſture of this War, ſtand as the 
Outworks to Enzland, and thole being once loſt, 
I queſtion, whether there be any other choice lefe, 
but to fall by Storm or Surrender. It may be ill 
curing by reyulſion, if care be not taken to pre- 
vent the parties falling into a greater weakneſs 
by the remedy. Scipio did not carry the War in- 
to Africk, till Marcellus in many tryals had given 
an allurance, they could make a ſtand in [raly : 
Till we can have ſome {atisfaction of the ſame 
nature, ought we not rather to apply our vigour, - 
where we may at once both pary and thruſt. 

.-Suppoling a Deſcent nor yer practicable with 

a Defence, we muſt look upon Flanders as the 
weak (ide of France, on this account at leaft that 
itisthe only parr where it can be come at at” 
prelent, and it js a {ign they have that opinion of 
ic themſelves, by their covering'it in that manner. 
with Fortificatians, where any. Frontier Town 
hath an inacceſſible ſide by reaſon of a Morals, 
{teep.Rock,or the like, it requires little:cantor ex- 
pence to ſecure it, as far as that'goes,. I dont fay* 
this is the Situation of the other parts of France, 
but they have an advantage almoſt equivalent to 
it, which is they find themlelyes fafe' from any 
L 3 very 
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yety vigorous Attack on cheir Haft-fide,till a Peace 
with the Turk, will allow more, ' and better 
Troops to be drawn down that way.” In the 
mean time it were to be wiſhed, not only that 
care ſhould be taken to keep up our numbers 
conipleat (which by the by 1 think ought not 
ro be left fo much ro chance and uncertainty, as 
that our defence ſhould rely wholly on the Scum 
and Tatrers of the Town and Country, which 
are ordinarily your volonteer. recruits) but that 
we ſhould rather ſtrain ro augment, then dimi- 
niſh them. If cheEncmy increaſes in Strength 
every Year, and we leſlen ours, or keep at a 
ſtand, we may quickly ſee an end of the War, 
but it will be with ourruine. I am aware that the 
main objection againſt all chatis here touch'd up- 
on remains yet to be ſpoken to, which 1s in ſhort 
a want of mony, and thar nothing can aft be- 
yond its power ; 1 allow the Maxime 1s true, bur 
lhope the | Application is wrong ' in the prelent 
Caſe. Fo be engaged in a War, and not to 
feel ir, 4s a vain Imagination; but if the 
War we are -entered into, be unayoidable, if 


it 4s for oor All, andthat-mony is the Sinews 


of it, «there is no;doubt;, but 'ic- muſt be had, if 
itcan be found. Ic is better -paid to keep danger 
ata diſtance, then to redeem a Military Execu- 
tion; and'the' one or the ocher is like ro be bur 
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Lot. By our way of Living, and bythe Coutfe 
of: our 'Frade, one would not think that we are 
fo far exhauſted, as ſome People ſeem ro com: 
plain, we have yet wherewithal for ſuperfluicies, 
no price deters us from gratifying our vanity and 
fuxury, and while that laſts, all cloſe-handedieſs 
1n a.common Concern, will look- more like 4 
grudging of the Publick, then any real neceffity. 
[ dont ſay but ſome branches may be as far 
charged, as they will reaſonably bear, bur are 
there not others that haye not yet been try'd ? we 
ſee the induſtry of our Enemies and of our 
Friends too, who leave no ſtone unturn d, bur 
daily ſet on foot new Projects and Propoſals to 
provide forthe growing Occaſions, if we cant 
invent, I wiſh we could imitate, the- Abuſe of 
theſe things fies only inthe continuance of them, 
beyond the neceflity that firſt enforces them, 
which no conſtitution of Government canſo,well 
remedy, as we may ; but atherwiſe all Methods 
raken up by Publick Authoricy in the Ciſe of 
Self-prefervation are juſt and honeſt; skm for 5Kin, 
and all that.a man has, will be give for his life, is, not 
more a Delctiption of the prattice of Mar- 
kind then it is an Advice, what ought to bedone 
in ſuch Emergencies, he cannot be accounted an 
Engliſhman, who does not value this cauſe at 
the lame rate, ih which not on'y his own being 

FO 
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Concern) 4, [ ths Goa of by WAY Engliſh 
oy down. to all poſterity..Isnor this enough 
o juſtifie either French, Dutch, or Moſcovitiſh Ways 
Gt you. will) when others fail co raiſe, mony in 
proportion to the wantof it. Ihave wonder'd 
ro ſee ſpore men; buſie\themſelyes in, writing 
ſtudied Pamphlets apainſt this, or that way of 
raifing of mony, without being pleaſed to extend 
their care a little further, to ſhew us ar the ſame 
time, how the Publick ſhould be otherwiſe ſup- 
plied. I know not whether ſuch Authors may. 
not be ſomething of the Humour of: the Mob, 
that will gut, or pull down a Fabrick for no- 
thing, when they wont lay a Brick, or a Plank 
towards r repairing ir, without being paid:for it, 
bur do they think ? every thing is to be rejected, 
in which they can remark an inconvenience, 
prudential deliberations have comparative good 
and evil for their Object, and that is beſt, which 
hasthelealt ofill in jr; now I would oladly be 
reſolved by theſe nice Examiners of Matters, 
which is more eligible roruna morethen proba- 
ble riſque of loſing all one has, or, to Pay 4 
centh, an eighth, 'or ſome ſich. rateable part our 
of ones Expences by. a General Exciſe. , I would 
not be miſunderſtood, I am not pleading for an 
Exciſe, nor do | know any body that would, bur 
upon a Suppoſicion, that it is the only way lefc 
for 
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for-our Safety, 0-5 choſen utes to;a Parlia- 
ment, which. no body ought therefore to, meddle with, 
either to write fcr, or againſt, it belongs: only. to them 
to.conſider in 'what meaſure - they. will, ſupply Their. 
Majeſties, and they, are the ſole Judges, by? what. method. 
it 15 tit to be done,: ſo that it is. as much. a, preſumption. 
for people without doors to- prevent theni,..as-it would. 
be to preſcribe to them.But otherwiſe if this were a point 
proper to be argued,l muſt confeſsnothing would incline: 
me more to think well. of a General Exciſe, then ſome of. 
the Obje&ions that I find made againſt it... When I ſee 
it-repreſented ſometimes as -a Fongs that, would, make. 
Parliaments uſeleſs, and at other times, that it is able to 
furniſh beſides what is neceſſary for allextraordinat y oc- 
caſions, mony enough to brive both Houſes to conſent to 
keep it up, Tcan fancy it-no leſs then a, Treaſure equal, 
to the Revenue of France, having hitherto believed that 
nothing: but that. was ſtrong enough to, work ſuch, 
wondertit effe&ts ;. and Iam tempted to wiſh, that the 
Author: was known, andthat his judgment was ſuch as 
might be ſatcly relied upon, I ſhould then rejoyce, that 
the Nation had ſo rich a Mine yet unop2n', reſerv'd like 
a Sacred Treaſare,(as they ſay there was at Rowe,) not to 
be touch'd, but upon an Invaſion of the Gauls, that is. 
the French : not doubting, but let the Sum :be never ſo 
great, a. Salvo would be found againſt all the Romantick, 
Notions of the Les i it would. be put to, Iam ſatisfied that. 
it ought to be the leaſt of. our fears, that a Par- 
lament ſhould, ever be brought. to give once tor all,, 
we have a notable Inſtance-to the contrary 1n one of the. 
late Reigns, nor do] conceive how it can be imagined, 

that an exciſe like the Trojan Horſe ſhould carry a: 
Houſe of Commons 1n its belly, fo as rhere needs only” 
but to open the Machine, andiout comes three or four 


hundred Members at Teaft, of © what [ze or completion: 
YOu: 


you 'wbAli ths ny boy! cbink in Bod 
neſt "that Sorta Freeholdoes, or Burgers of Eng+ 
. bind arc'allſuch: Callies, or the” Bxciſe-men generally | 
ſa rlings of the People, - that erty fal , they 
ſhould irreſtſtibly chooſe thoſe for: their vacant 
who will © not” only pzrpetaate: what: is 
extreainly burthenfome, bit” endanger Mm liberty "of 
choice' tor the future. Beſides the Tefle&Hions is very une 
juſt, as well as indecent upon theKing, to load him with 
the ſaſpitton'of any-ſuch delign, who having vo'untati- 
ly givenup a conſiderable Revenue,' which was for ever 
fixed in the'Crown, and that ſomewhat unſeaſonab) y too, 
Cif one may fay lo) for the eaſe of his People, ought to 
have removed all jealouſte, as it he were capable of graſp- 
Ing at more, or deraining any thing longer, then-it may 
be ſubſervient to*our ſecutity 5 but ſuch Argaments as 
'theſe ſerve only to introduce a clouted Phantome, 'con- 
trived to fcare People *with, which no body ſute* will: 
break his neck" dut ofa Window, to avoid. ' Therefore 
Fhall purſue this matter no further, remembridg' the 
Bounds, within which it iscircumſcribed, and acquieſcing 


4n the Wiſdom of thoſe, who are now aſſembled to de-! .. 


liberate upon the moſt important Points, that were 
ever under the conſideration of an' Engliſh Parliament z 
beſeeching God to dire&t and invigorate their Counſels, - 
that marurely weighing the difficulties.we labour under, 
both from} within, and without,. they may propor- 
tion their advices and affiſtances, according to | the ur- 
gency of Aﬀairs, ſo that: Generations to come may riſe 
up, and bleſs them 'for continuing down to them 
the civil and religious Liberties which we now en- 


Joy. 
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